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WEEKLY 1

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
SECOND PLACE: Monroe County Citizen - Sam Terry
THIRD PLACE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Boone County Recorder - Staff
SECOND PLACE: The News-Democrat - Kristin Beck
THIRD PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Melissa Larimore

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig - Great coverage of a complicated case.
SECOND PLACE: Henry County Local - Chris Brooke
THIRD PLACE: News Herald - Molly Haines

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Henry County Local - Chris Brooke - I enjoyed this article because it made me feel like readers could really connect with Officer Rice and his life story. I also
loved the emotional connection that Rice had with the child he was able to cater to at the end, in the same way he was cared for by an officer growing up.

SECOND PLACE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse - This article really brings history to life for a younger generation of readers.  The subject of the story sheds light on the
fact that life had its challenges during war-time, and also shows how she made the best of it.  I love the emotion in this story, and I felt a connection to the lady in the article.

THIRD PLACE: Interior Journal - Joshua Qualls - I loved the Mayberry feel of this article.  While they do mourn the loss of this man, they also celebrate his life, and embrace the
memories made over decades in that barbershop.  It almost makes me feel as if I can see these people for myself, and the impact they had on that community.  

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Carolyn Wells
SECOND PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
THIRD PLACE: Todd County Standard - Toby Hightower

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Henry County Local - Greg Woods - Nicely done and should bolster hopes of fans.
Sometimes you have to look past the wins and losses to really gauge a season, and you've done that here.

SECOND PLACE: Henry County Local - Greg Woods - Good column about something all sports writers
complain about at the start of the spring sports seasons. Short and to the point as well.

THIRD PLACE: The Journal Enterprise - Cameron Brown - A little long and shouldn't community papers
being doing sports columns on local items rather than venturing out to the SEC?

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Interior Journal Nancy Leedy - Nice story. You really go in depth, not only about the race,
but about her career to date. How in the heck did she shave 13 seconds off her personal best? Amazing.

SECOND PLACE: Interior Journal - Nancy Leedy - Nice sprinkling of quotes throughout the story. Gets
you into the game even more.

THIRD PLACE: Franklin Favorite - Brian Davis

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Joe Wilson - Great sports writing.
SECOND PLACE: The News Herald - Molly Haines, Mattie Cook
THIRD PLACE: Interior Journal - Nancy Leedy
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CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
SECOND PLACE: Todd County Standard - Melony Shemberger
THIRD PLACE: Todd County Standard - Melony Shemberger

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: The Journal Enterprise - Matt Hughes - Great job sticking with the story
in a case where the writer wasn't getting much cooperation from public officials. 

SECOND PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
THIRD PLACE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Henry County Local - Chris Brooke - A complicated story, it had the
potential to end up muddled on the page, but the writing was clear and concise.

SECOND PLACE: Henry County Local - Chris Brooke, Melissa Blankenship
THIRD PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse - The choice and placing of quotes moves the story along well.
SECOND PLACE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse
THIRD PLACE: Henry County Local - Kristen Lowry

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

CERTIFICATE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse 

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig - Tense situation caught and reflected through the photos.
SECOND PLACE: Franklin Favorite - Megan Purazrang
THIRD PLACE: Todd County Standard - David Baker

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - David Baker - The composition color and size of this photo just grabbed my eye
above the other photos. Thanks for using it in a dominant size! The photo captures the rustic setting perfectly. Very well done
in a low-light situation.

SECOND PLACE: Henry County Local - Kristen Lowry - One key to a good photo is an interesting angle. The photogra-
pher did a great job of making the scene interesting. Perhaps stepping the photo down a few f-stops could have blurred out the
background some, but even with that the focus is clearly on the people and you can see their expressions clearly telling the story
of awesome nature of the eclipse.

THIRD PLACE: Franklin Favorite - Ethan Steinquest - Great depiction of the total destruction wrought on the former feed
mill.

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Henry County Local - Kristen Lowry - Kristen's photo best embodied the idea behind feature photography
in this division. The use of ambient lighting works great here. Wish the goat had been a little more in focus, but this is the kind
of photo that strikes you as cute and makes you want to learn what's going on with this woman and the goat. Nicely cropped,
Nicely composed.

SECOND PLACE: nterior Journal - Nancy Leedy - Good angle on the photo. Caught a cute expression on the little boy.
THIRD PLACE: Henry County Local - Chris Brooke
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CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig - Great series of photos recording a historic event. Well designed dis-
play also.

SECOND PLACE: Henry County Local - Kristen Lowry - Very nice work. Love the use of a fantastic dominant photo,
with the rest of the package built around it. The photos back up the headline and reflect enjoyment. Great work! Wish we
could have had two first place winners.

THIRD PLACE: Henry County Local - Kristen Lowry - Great way to record the eclipse, by showing people experiencing
it. Nice photography; really like the angle taken on the dominant photo at the top of the page.

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig - This is a hard shot to get, and it's done well here. A little grainy,
but to be expected shooting high-speed in a lower-light setting. Love seeing the eyes and getting this kind of quick focus with-
in a second of the handoff is great. Well cropped, too.

SECOND PLACE: The News-Democrat - Kristin Beck - This was a very close competitor to first place because this type
of photo requires fast response by the photographer and fast response by the camera. Great job, with great cropping.

THIRD PLACE: Interior Journal - Nancy Leedy - Great cropping and great focus on the action. Captures the emotion and
desire of the players well.

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - David Baker - The color and clarity of the photos were what set this package
apart. The package reflected lots of facets of homecoming. Would be nice to see one photo played as dominant in the pack-
age and not compete, but that's a design matter. Still, for a photo package, this stood out above the rest of the competition.

SECOND PLACE: Henry County Local - Greg Woods
THIRD PLACE: The Journal Enterprise - Matt Hughes

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Falmouth Outlook – Staff - Great, informative section. As an outsider reading this, it provides me with everything I need to know about this festival. Great guide
filled with history, schedules, vendors, etc.

SECOND PLACE: Franklin Favorite - Megan Purazrang, Jennifer Sturm, Kristie Phelps
THIRD PLACE: Falmouth Outlook - Jackie Vaughn, Jessie Beckett

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Lucas Johnson - An image that conveys information clearly AND brings a
smile to the face.

SECOND PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
THIRD PLACE: The News-Democrat - Kristin Beck, Darrel Taylor

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Henry County Local - Greg Woods
SECOND PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
THIRD PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Melissa Larimore

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: The Journal Enterprise - Matt Hughes, Cameron Brown
SECOND PLACE: Interior Journal - Nancy Leedy
THIRD PLACE: The Journal Enterprise - Matt Hughes, Cameron Brown

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Franklin Favorite - Ethan Steinquest, Megan Purazrang
SECOND PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Melissa Larimore
THIRD PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
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CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig
SECOND PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Melissa Larimore
THIRD PLACE: Todd County Standard - Ryan Craig

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Melissa Larimore - Best so far, good photos make difference, well designed pages.
SECOND PLACE: Todd County Standard - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Interior Journal - Abigail Whitehouse

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: Henry County Local - Chris Brooke
SECOND PLACE: Dawson Springs Progress - Melissa Larimore

WEEKLY 2

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

CERTIFICATE: LaRue County Herald News - Mary Hinds

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Cynthiana Democrat - Becky Barnes, Lee Kendall
SECOND PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Sharon Burton - Thorough coverage of bizarre, potentially deadly event. Great job keeping up with the twists as they hap-

pened.
THIRD PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall - Interesting use of public records request to give more details on a breaking story.

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Cheyene Miller
SECOND PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - Jeff Noble - Well written story in a packed field. First and second

were close and third was selected from a field of four equals.
THIRD PLACE: Cynthiana Democrat - Becky Barnes

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Linda Lawrence
SECOND PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate - Readers most likely were hooked by: She plans

to be a singing, dancing doctor when she grows up, but in the short-term, she is just excited to be Tinker Bell for Halloween. The writer
is effective describing a girl with an upbeat personality despite a serious illness. Good job finding detail and telling a story.

THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut - The writer may or may not have been there for Irene's good nights, but he makes the read-
er feel as if he had. Effective story telling without relying on a string of quotes.

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: The Crittenden Press - Daryl K. Tabor - Just a fun story. The writer identified a story that likely most in the commu-
nity knew about but had gone untold and the writer did a good job telling it.

SECOND PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Sharon Burton - Author's work shows a diversity of topics and a willingness to
tackle meaningful topics.

THIRD PLACE: Bourbon County Citizen - Phil Gladden - Columnist's approach and tone makes her work seem genuine and endear-
ing to readers. Rather than merely a sideline critic, she points out why subjects should matter to readers. Nice work.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate, Derek Fugate - Folksy approach and injections of humor are likely a hit with readers.
SECOND PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate, Derek Fugate
THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Chuck Harper
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CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut
SECOND PLACE: Bourbon County Citizen - Ivan K. Rice - The story was tight, solid and moving. The lead in

talking about the woman that passed away, followed by the girl's home run packs an emotional punch. Great read.
THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut - Great insight into young athlete's personality and work ethic.

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall - Informative piece on every aspect of the region title win.
SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut - Wonderful story on a fan's dream come true. Great job at featuring

the whole experience for the fan. Anyone that reads this will feel like they're right there with the fan. 
THIRD PLACE: LaRue County Herald News - David Dawson - A great look at how a sport and a coach can pos-

itively impact lives. Solid piece. 

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Crittenden Press - Blake Sandlin - Strong piece on a determined wrestler. The writer does a
great job of letting the reader know the athlete. 

SECOND PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Adam Capps, Sharon Burton - The writer identified a local
utility that many of the Press' readers may use or pass each day but take for granted. The writer was effective, using
a survey, research and interviews to tell the story of the ferry's economic importance to the community and its histo-
ry. A fun piece that was likely well read.

THIRD PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall - An important piece on voters potentially being denied
their right to vote or at the very least confused. This was a good issue to identify. It could have been taken up a notch
by identifying solutions to put in place before the next census.

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Sharon Burton - A good idea to follow up a year after start of needle exchange program, show the number and impact on the
region's health.

SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era - Glen Jennings - This is a good story about a problem faced throughout this country. Unfortunately several of the entries in this category were
more reporting than investigating.

THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Amanda Manning

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Crittenden Press - Daryl K. Tabor
SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era - Amanda Manning - School and municipal budgets aren't sexy, but explaining public spending should be part of our core mission. The Crittenden

Press is effective in breaking apart and explaining the community's school budget and presenting taxpayers with their options.
THIRD PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Adam Capps - Reporter Amanda Manning doesn't miss one step in the story of Tristan Ballinger, from his injury in a freak

sword accident, to the community rallying behind him, to his recovery and his family's suit against the sword maker. In both traditional and social media, Manning continued to tell
the story of a young man with strong community ties. 

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall - The opioid crisis is touching nearly every community.
The Community Voice goes beyond the statistics and tells the stories of individual addicts, showing the addiction can
happen in any family and its impact.

SECOND PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Adam Capps - Clear, engaging writing.
THIRD PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Sharon Burton

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Springfield Sun - Staff
SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era Amanda Manning - You used a variety of ways to integrate social media

into your newspaper and you did it perfectly! This is how you get more people talking and engaged in a story these
days! Perfect example! Congrats!

THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Amanda Manning - Amazing the power of social media! Keep up the hard work.
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CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut - Absolutely incredible how fast a post can go viral. great job! next time
be sure to share this info in your paper version if you have one.

SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era - Amanda Manning, Sam Draut - Excellent job reporting this game and history!
Keep up the great work! 

THIRD PLACE: Springfield Sun - Nick Schrager - Enjoyed seeing this update. Wow, this young man got much
coverage and y'all did a great job being part of his story.

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Beth Holmes - Great job! Be sure to always upload in HD for
best quality of video if at all possible.

SECOND PLACE: Adair County Community Voice - Beth Holmes
THIRD PLACE: Grant County News - Cheyene Miller

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall
SECOND PLACE: Springfield Sun - Nick Schrager
THIRD PLACE: Springfield Sun - Nick Schrager

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Glen Jennings
SECOND PLACE: Springfield Sun - Jeff Moreland - Close-up image tells multiple stories all at the same time.
THIRD PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall - Capturing the lighting makes all the difference on this one, as does avoiding a lot of background scenery.

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: Jessamine Journal - Nick Hon - You can see the strain in their faces.
SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era Amanda Manning - Great way to group pictures from different events into a cohesive package. Best images played well and large.
THIRD PLACE: Grant County News - Staff

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut - Lots of good action.
SECOND PLACE: Springfield Sun - Nick Schrager - Heartwarming, perfect, what it's all about. That face. You captured it.
THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - John Michaud - Absolutely impressive with the hair across the face and everything.

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: LaRue County Herald News - Terry Sandidge - Yes!! This is one of the hardest photos to take but you nailed it. Good
job!

SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut - Nice action makes photos stand out, even in b&w.
THIRD PLACE: Bourbon County Citizen - Ivan K. Rice - Not afraid to play the best photo big.

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall - Cool overlaying of b&w pictures, but it might be a tad busy.
SECOND PLACE: LaRue County Herald News – Staff - The uniqueness and the amount of time you spent on this section paid off. I thor-

oughly enjoyed it. You even covered the negative side which you knew were there.
THIRD PLACE: Adair County Community Voice – Staff - The content was great and you did a very good job conveying that. It is

extremely timely in today's world.

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut, Talon Hampton - I love the aerial shots. What set you apart from other directories is the extra
content. You went the extra mile.

SECOND PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut, Talon Hampton
THIRD PLACE: The Crittenden Press - Daryl K. Tabor
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CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut
SECOND PLACE: Bourbon County Citizen - Ivan K. Rice - Top stories played up nice with great use of photos. Solid section
THIRD PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate, Derek Fugate - Good layouts. Great use of photos. 

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate
SECOND PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate - You did a wonderful job.
THIRD PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate - This was so refreshing and needed to pull the crowd

back in as the season wanes.

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News – Staff - Excellent special section with the photos and the editorial. I like all the kids were named.
SECOND PLACE: Grant County News - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Staff

CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Springfield Sun - Nick Schrager
SECOND PLACE: Grant County News - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Springfield Sun - Jeff Moreland

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Grant County News - Bryan Marshall
SECOND PLACE: Cynthiana Democrat - Becky Barnes - Excellent use of white space and inviting look to pages.
THIRD PLACE: Oldham Era - Amanda Manning - Very nice. I like how you have updated your front pages. They are exciting.

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: Oldham Era - Sam Draut
SECOND PLACE: Springfield Sun - Nick Schrager - Catchy Headlines
THIRD PLACE: The Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice - James David Fugate - Pretty cute

WEEKLY 3

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Barren County Progress - Jeff Jobe - Good local commentary.
SECOND PLACE: Barren County Progress - Sam Terry
THIRD PLACE: Barren County Progress - Sam Terry

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Mt. Sterling Advocate - Jamie Vinson
SECOND PLACE: Mountain Advocate - Tasha Stewart, Charles Myrick
THIRD PLACE: News Journal - Dean Manning

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery
SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Mark White
THIRD PLACE: Mt. Sterling Advocate - Brianna White
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CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery - I love the images this story creates. I can see this young woman sit-
ting on the floor, in a daze, while everyone around her is freaking out. I feel the anger and loneliness of having lost something
that seemed so important but really isn't. Life is truly precious. Great job of convening the story.

SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Mark White - The reader can feel the pleasure and excitement this man gets from going
to the Derby. An awesome job of conveying that plus his knowledge of the race.

THIRD PLACE: Central City Leader News - C. Josh Givens - It is amazing that there is someone still living who can recount
any knowledge of the day those bombs were drop. This well-crafted story had a touch of humor and personal details which made
it interesting to read.

HONORABLE MENTION: Central City Leader News - Dana Brantley

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery - I especially enjoyed the column about the writer's father. She put a
face to addiction by sharing her personal memories of her own father. Addiction comes in many forms, faces...and she captured
that. 

SECOND PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery
THIRD PLACE: Barren County Progress - Sam Terry

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman - Nicely done. A little too much self-promotion for my tastes in some of them
(photo galleries), but you have to get the word out  somehow.

SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman
THIRD PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Gerard Flanagan - I'd much prefer sports columns about local sports teams.

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman
SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Trent Knuckles
THIRD PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Gerard Flanagan

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Gerard Flanagan - Good story on a young woman realizing her dream. Good recap of her career
and good comments throughout the story.  

SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman
THIRD PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Mark Hoskins
SECOND PLACE: Mt. Sterling Advocate - Brianna White
THIRD PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: Barren County Progress - Sam Terry - This is why we all get into journalism. Great job pushing to reveal questionable
awarding of public dollars to connected people.

SECOND PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery - Covers all the bases of an important topic in all communities.
THIRD PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Mark Hoskins - Map would have helped explain where wrecks happened.

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery - Outstanding coverage of an issue very important to your community's future. Good
use of sidebars and opinions pulled from Facebook.

SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Dean Manning - This is a case where I don't think any of the reforms that were taken would have been
done without the newspaper's reporting forcing the library's hand. Well done.

THIRD PLACE: News Journal - Mark White - Kept with story from beginning to end. More papers should do this, especially when some-
one is accused of a crime and later acquitted.
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CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: News Journal - Mark White
SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Dean Manning
THIRD PLACE: Central City Leader News - C. Josh Givens

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman - Perfect way to showcase what you might read in the newspaper
this week! My newspaper does something similar but not as often. Very good work! 

SECOND PLACE: News Journal – Staff - Smart idea! This helps generate traffic and more readership undoubted-
ly! Keep up these creative ideas using social media!

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Salyersville Independent - Heather Oney, Erin Conley - Very interesting piece. Great to see the
news story and the additional video package --- although this could have been broken into a four-part series --- wow!
Try that in the future! :D

SECOND PLACE: Butler County Banner - Melissa Mudd

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Mark Hoskins - Love the angle behind the rifle that is trained on the sub-
ject. 

SECOND PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Mark Hoskins
THIRD PLACE: News Journal - Mark White

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise – Staff - Hot Kentucky summer day! All you need is a water hose to cool things off. Love the image.
SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Mark White
THIRD PLACE: News Journal - Dean Manning

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery - You cannot help but smile and chuckle along with these two in the photograph.
Nicely done.

SECOND PLACE: Ohio County Times-News - Seth Dukes
THIRD PLACE: Barren County Progress - Sam Terry

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery - Love the dominant photo and balance of sizes and angles throughout the page. The
varying sizes and perspectives is what pushed this one to the top.

SECOND PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Staff

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Ohio County Times-News - Seth Dukes - Not something you would normally get the chance to photograph and the pho-
tographer captured a very strong image. Well done.

SECOND PLACE: Central City Leader News - Steve Smith
THIRD PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Tanner Hoskins

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman - Love the up close action on the mat. Would love to have seen a few less photographs
and a true dominant photo on the page, but the images are strong.

SECOND PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Tanner Hoskins
THIRD PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Tanner Hoskins



CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise – Staff - Maps, stories and lists make it easy to find something fun to do. The testimonies of the peo-
ple who live in the area are the best part, all easily found in red.

SECOND PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Mark Hoskins - What a wonderful tribute to Coach Keith. Great layout and design and not
to sportsy for those who don't live the game.

THIRD PLACE: News Journal – Staff - Beautiful photos. I would have liked more stories.

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Jackie Baker
SECOND PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Jackie Baker
THIRD PLACE: Mountain Advocate - Charles Myrick - FYI the funding increase was almost 600 percent, not 700.

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Gerard Flanagan and Stevie Lowery - That is diversity of coverage. Good job with the editorial and
the photo selection.

SECOND PLACE: Manchester Enterprise – Staff - Great Layout but I would love to know those kids names and so would their families.
Listing those names would have given you a 10 out of 10 and sold a lot more papers.

THIRD PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Gerard Flanagan and Stevie Lowery - Love the trophy stories. However, when those come around
they are the only ones on the page. Diversity in sports cover is key.

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise - Mark Hoskins - Oh, yes, you won the hearts of everybody in that town with this one. Great job
and great idea!!

SECOND PLACE: News Journal - Trevor Sherman - Great cover. Love the local coverage and eye popping photos.
THIRD PLACE: Manchester Enterprise – Staff - This was a great read.

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise – Staff - The Point, Counterpoint feature is what pushed this newspaper slightly above its chal-
lengers. Love the local, local, local commentary.

SECOND PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery
THIRD PLACE: News Journal - Staff

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Manchester Enterprise – Staff - Very vibrant graphics. Solid stories. Attractive.
SECOND PLACE: Lebanon Enterprise - Stevie Lowery
THIRD PLACE: Mt. Sterling Advocate - Jamie Vinson

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: News Journal - Mark White

MULTI-WEEKLY

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire - The editorials take on a police chief and a mayor in a small town. That takes
courage. And the immigration piece uses a single case to take the reader inside the problems with immigration policy and enforcement. The
editorials were a bit long but the writer propels them.

SECOND PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Buddy Forbes
THIRD PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Russ Cassady
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CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Sentinel-News - Lisa King
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Randy Patrick
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Randy Patrick

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire - The writer did a good job of explaining the issue by thoroughly outlining one family's sit-
uation while adding local and national context. 

SECOND PLACE: Mayfield Messenger - Shelley Byrne and Tom Berry - Excellent reporting: Nice details about the experience of the eclipse, its
impact on the community with all of the out-of-towners who came to see it, and everyone's reactions. Would liked to have seen some photos during
totality, though. 

THIRD PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Dan Adkins

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Sentinel-News - Lisa King - This writer created an emotional piece that brought tears my eyes. You could definitely feel the love
for this pet.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Carrie Pride - An amazing story of determination.
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Kacie Goode
HONORABLE MENTION: The Sentinel-Echo - Topher Payton

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - SJ Ruth - This man can write. Conveys lucid thoughts with an easy flow and tackles things others
might not.

SECOND PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Mike Scogin - Solid opinions from a publisher's perspective. Rational, mature opinion writing.
THIRD PLACE: Times Leader - Stacey Menser - This girl has a chance to be the best of the lot. Reasoning sound and expression of it just needs

a bit of polishing. The talent is there.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Kal Oakes
SECOND PLACE: The Sentinel-Echo - Denis House
THIRD PLACE: Mayfield Messenger - Eric Walker

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Peter Zubaty - Terrific sports news story. Great quotes from multiple sources including the
coach involved. Nice reporting. 

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Peter Zubaty - Strong piece on a player chasing a unique record. The story tells us a lot
about the player. Nice job. 

THIRD PLACE: Mayfield Messenger - Eric Walker - Nice concise story on a man pursuing his dreams. 

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Kal Oakes - Nicely done. Really gets down into the recruiting arena.
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Peter Zubaty - Nicely done with a lot of quotes and talking about what could have been an

awkward situation between two rivals.
THIRD PLACE: Sentinel-News Brian Stone - Good story about someone turning tragedy into triumph.

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: Mayfield Messenger - Shelley Byrne
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Randy Patrick
THIRD PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Julia Roberts
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CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire
THIRD PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Mary Meadows

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Dan Adkins - This story goes way beyond a NIMBY issue, with pub-
lic safety, environmental concerns and corruption all thrown in. Very good read and a job well done. This was a very
difficult category to judge and all of the finalists are to be commended for their hard work in sticking with important
stories that needed to be told. 

SECOND PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Dan Adkins

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Randy Patrick - Packed lots of information in the article while maintaining
a sense of place and keeping it very readable.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Peter Zubaty - Looked at the article from two points of view - local and
the source of the seafood on the Gulf.

THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Randy Patrick

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - James Scogin - Very interesting topic and on-camera interviews made this one stand out. 
SECOND PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - James Scogin
THIRD PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - James Scogin 

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire - Image shows urgency of the scene. 
SECOND PLACE: Sentinel-News - Lisa King
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire - Nice image. You can feel the emotion on the woman's face. Wish
it had run as the main photo on the page. 

SECOND PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Jeff Vanderbeck - Image could have benefited from a tighter crop
focused on faces. 

THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Kacie Goode - Nice moment. 

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Kacie Goode - Captures the moment of discovery. Nice clean shot, nicely cropped.
Makes me smile.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Forrest Berkshire - Beautiful image. Nice colors.
THIRD PLACE: The Sentinel-Echo - Nita Johnson - Look on the face of the child is priceless. 

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Chase Ellis, Jeff Vanderbeck, Russ Cassady - Nice collection of photos.
Shows the tension of the situation. 

SECOND PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Aaron K. Nelson
THIRD PLACE: Sentinel-News - Ashley Sutter
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CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Times Leader - Todd Griffin - Nice clean shot of boy catching a baseball during All-Star game. Nice emotion, concentration on player's face. 
SECOND PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Chase Ellis - Nice emotion on runner's face. A tighter crop would have made this nice shot even better. 
THIRD PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Cory Vance

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Cory Vance - Main photo of South Floyd player lets you know this is more than
a regular basketball game. 

SECOND PLACE: The Sentinel-Echo - Denis House - Nice main image. Smaller photos could have been edited tighter, leav-
ing room for other images from game. 

THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Peter Zubaty

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Staff
SECOND PLACE: The Sentinel-Echo - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Staff

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Cory Vance
SECOND PLACE: Sentinel-News - Ashley Sutter
THIRD PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Cory Vance

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Cory Vance - Love the look!
SECOND PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Randy White
THIRD PLACE: Times Leader - Todd Griffin

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Randy White and Cory Vance - I really like the use of the photographs with the overlay of copy. Nice, clean, modern.
SECOND PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Randy White and Cory Vance
THIRD PLACE: Times Leader - Todd Griffin

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Appalachian News-Express - Josh Little, Daniel Bush - Wide array of content. Looks like you're covering your community well.
SECOND PLACE: Sentinel-News - Jacob Blair - Good features, well designed pages. 
THIRD PLACE: Floyd County Chronicle and Times - Daniel Bush, Staff - Good coverage of community. Layout could be more imaginative.

CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The Sentinel-Echo - Denis House - Attractive layout, provocative topics and mostly local content make this a winner.
SECOND PLACE: Sentinel-News - Todd Martin
THIRD PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Katie Tubbs 

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Standard - Susan Turner - Good use of photos, nice mix of content. Overall great
front pages.

SECOND PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Mike Scogin, Katie Tubbs
THIRD PLACE: Sentinel-News- Todd Martin

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: Mayfield Messenger - Shelley Byrne
SECOND PLACE: Sentinel-News - Todd Martin
THIRD PLACE: Georgetown News-Graphic - Mike Scogin



DAILY 1

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky New Era – Staff - Paper gives its readers a thorough examination of the issues it tackles and a clear
explanation of its opinions. The editorial on Marsy's Law was noteworthy for its completeness and brevity.

SECOND PLACE: Winchester Sun - Mike Caldwell - Clear and concise comments on issues of local importance.
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Staff

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Melinda J. Overstreet - It is typical for breaking news story coverage to be limited to
that one breaking story. However, enjoyed the attention kept to the story which resulted in a fleeing suspect. Kept me interested the
entire read. 

SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune - Timothy Wyatt
THIRD PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Winchester Sun - Seth Littrell - Writer took a great angle at the type of forums that normally go under the radar.
Great insight and commentary from the citizens who gave powerful statements concerning the community. Great package all togeth-
er with hard hitting statements that truly reflected what the community was feeling, good and bad. 

SECOND PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Melinda J. Overstreet  - Writer took what could have been a simple police report and
transformed it into a personal look into addiction. Put a face to a growing problem. 

THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Fred Petke 

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Tonya Grace
SECOND PLACE: Winchester Sun - Fred Petke 
THIRD PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Will Perkins 

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Daniel Suddeath  - Sound column writing. Well reasoned and written.
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Rob Dollar - Interesting subject matter and cleanly written, if long. But these are opinion columns and need to be on opinion page not

Page 1.
THIRD PLACE: Times-TribuneTimothy Wyatt - Good commentary.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Daniel Suddeath  - Well written and good topics cov-
ered.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Chris Jung - Nice job. Like how you tie things to the
local level.

THIRD PLACE: Times-Tribune - Les Dixon - Nice stuff on local sports.

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Middlesboro Daily News - Anthony Cloud - Nicely done. Really displays the
emotions of losing such a big game.

SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune - Les Dixon - Lede could have been shorter, but you cap-
ture the ups and downs of this season quite well.

THIRD PLACE: Harlan Daily Enterprise - John Henson - Nicely done, especially focusing on
the things the pitcher had to overcome this season.

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Times-Tribune Angela Turner - Captures subject's personality well.
SECOND PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Don Sergent  - Nice feature. One question story left unanswered: Is roller derby a real competition or like pro wrestling?
THIRD PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Don Sergent 
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CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: Winchester Sun - Whitney Leggett - Excellent reporting on very difficult issue. Information provided here valuable to community and no doubt to victims.
SECOND PLACE: Winchester Sun - Fred Petke - Terrific profile of a tough issue and what seems like a successful way to address. Great community minded reporting here. 
THIRD PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - Parker Franklin - Well written examination of an interesting problem. 

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Melissa Pettitt - The best of a very competitive category that was difficult to
judge because there were so many strong entries. This series takes a hard look at a difficult subject. 

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Melissa Pettitt
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Sam Morgen

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Daniel Suddeath; Melinda Overstreet; Gina Kinslow 
SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune - Erin Cox, Angela Turner, Timothy Wyatt
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Sam Morgen

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Melissa Pettitt
THIRD PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Will Perkins 

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Staff
SECOND PLACE: Winchester Sun - Whitney Leggett
THIRD PLACE: Times-Tribune- Angela Turner, Timothy Wyatt

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Times-Tribune - Emily Adams, Angela Turner - An excellent community-based idea, and a good way to report on the event.
SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune - Angela Turner, Timothy Wyatt
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright - I like the night photo and the excellent colors
SECOND PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright - I like the close-up shot, but the headline helped. Everyone safe!!
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - John Godsey - Good coverage of fire and firemen. Would like to have seen the aftermath added.

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright - Good looking picture.  I would like to have read this story.
SECOND PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright - Hard to choose between 1st and 2nd with these pictures.  Good photo and cross topics. (Shooting and Cancer)
THIRD PLACE: Times-TribuneTimothy Wyatt - It was hard to ignore all the other photos. But the contrast between Shaq and the officer was good to see.

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Will Perkins - Yes!! Magnificent visual.  
SECOND PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright - I liked the assistance the Principal gave to the students.
THIRD PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - Jordan Ferguson - I liked the clarity of the people. 

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - Jordan Ferguson - Such a tragedy covered with photos to garner sympathy and support from the local community.
SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune - Emily Adams - Again, lots of photos and the topic is worthy of more discussion in today's society.
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Seth Littrell - I liked the collage of pictures used to tell the essay.
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CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Winchester Sun - Casey Castle - I liked the action photos which showed the intense of the players faces.
SECOND PLACE: Murray Ledger & Times - John Wright - Helping children, building hope, creating excitement.  The photos tell a story here without the words. Great job.
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Casey Castle - Night photo with clarity got this one for me.

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: Times-Tribune - Les Dixon - Loved the exhibit of emotions in these photos. 
SECOND PLACE: Winchester Sun - Casey Castle - Very hard to choose in this category. Photos were very good. Told a story and I enjoyed the reading it. 
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Casey Castle - Nice story but just had fewer photos. Overall, hard to pick which is better.

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne and Janet Hall
SECOND PLACE: Winchester Sun - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Staff

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Winchester Sun - Whitney Leggett - Whitney, congrats on a great use of graphics. The colors used in both the head-
line and the graphic jumped at me so much that I wanted to read the story more than once.  The placement of the graphic was spot on,
too. Did not distract me from reading around it either. 

SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune - Brad Hall - Love the usage of color in this graphic. Great job on stacking the different books and
explaining what the whistle blower report stated. What kept you from first place though was it was highly repetitive information in the
graphics as well as the story. Wanted to read the graphic before the story.

THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun – Staff - I liked your use of the city in the half full glass. I don't think it should have been that long
and skinny however. Most people do not drink from glasses that size and that's the first thing I thought of when I saw the front page pop
up. Otherwise it makes sense just seemed a bit large for the story.

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Coltin Hanson - Love the 6-column photo at the top. Distinctive, clean look.
SECOND PLACE: Times-Tribune – Staff - New presentation of high school football with a page for each team. Clearer than packing them all onto one page.
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Casey Castle - Good photography, layout and mix of stories.

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Times-Tribune - Staff - Excellent special section! The profile features at the very beginning had my atten-
tion from the start. Awesome photography, intriguing layout and great writing. By far, the best. 

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Chris Jung , Jesse Jones
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Casey Castle 

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Winchester Sun - Staff
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne

26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Winchester Sun - Staff
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne, Taylor Hayes
THIRD PLACE: Times-Tribune - Brad Hall, John Burkhart, Erin Cox

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Times-Tribune - Brad Hall
SECOND PLACE: Glasgow Daily Times - Coltin Hanson 
THIRD PLACE: Winchester Sun - Staff

17



CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: Times-Tribune - Brad Hall - Headline writer shows ability to make clever word play which results in a high likelihood of catching a reader's eye and getting a
chuckle. Nice job.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Chris Jung
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky New Era - Zirconia Alleyne

DAILY 2

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise - Gina Clear - Attractive, clean design draws the readers in and the editorials and columns deliver with solid arguments and writing. Good use
of art and other elements to keep the page lively. And there was none of the long, laborious editorials that are the downfall of so many opinion pages.

SECOND PLACE: Richmond Register - Jonathan Greene
THIRD PLACE: The State Journal - Steve Stewart

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Alfred Miller - Solid news breaking news coverage.
SECOND PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Carla Slavey
THIRD PLACE: News-Enterprise - Jeff D'Alessio

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Chris Harris - Fascinating story -- One of those fish stinks from
the head down type deals. Well-written, thorough reporting. I'd be curious to know if any more information
came out later regarding the board's decision.

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Jeff D'Alessio - Excellent story. Made me care about people I've obvi-
ously never met nor heard of previously.

THIRD PLACE (Tie): - Commonwealth Journal - Jeff Neal - Solid crime reporting. Good job reaching out
to suspect's family.

THIRD PLACE (Tie): – News-Enterprise - Emma Kennedy - Thorough and well-written. Solid community
reporting.

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Janie Slaven - I really loved how this story traces the life story of the subject and the challenges she faced over the years.  I also loved
the comparison between her early life as a teacher and the conclusion of her career as the reading coordinator over several schools.  

SECOND PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Carla Slavey - This piece had a very emotional aspect that really stood out to me and I'm sure it did the same for the readers.  I loved
how the article showed Daris's struggle with addiction, and how it puts a face to a name.  I think the article was a great way to spread awareness about addiction within youth and
to promote resources that are available.

THIRD PLACE: Richmond Register - Liz Denny - This article showed an excellent picture of the past for young people who know very little about the history around WW2. I
enjoyed the subject and the story of his life and experiences. 

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Steve Stewart - Far and away the best columnist in this field. Want to
know how to write a commentary column? Read his. 

SECOND PLACE: The State Journal - David Brock - Solid reasoning and expression.
THIRD PLACE: Advocate Messenger - Ben Kleppinger - Real subject matter written about cogently. 

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise - Chuck Jones - I really like the Monday Morning QB where you can rec-
ognize a lot of local athletes and teams, even the occasional middle school squad.

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Mike Mathison - Well done.
THIRD PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius
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CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Brian Rickerd - Wonderful story of a coach who's about more than just football. It's a story where
you gain a great understanding of what makes him tick. The best entry in a very strong division. 

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Ben Sheroan - Strong story about a man that's impacted a lot of lives. Well written.
THIRD PLACE: The Messenger - Jesse Mayfield-Sheehan - Great article on team's quest for a state title.
HONORABLE MENTION: News-Enterprise - Chuck Jones

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise - Chuck Jones - Very, very in-depth story that really shows the impact he had on the lives of others. Well
done, and including the Twitter feeds added a nice touch.

SECOND PLACE: The State Journal - Brad Bowman - Nicely done and tightly written. This could have gotten bogged down quickly but
it didn't.

THIRD PLACE: The State Journal - Brian Rickerd - Nicely done. Really dives into the subject and gives us a nice personality portrait.

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: Advocate Messenger - Bobbie Curd
SECOND PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Chris Harris
THIRD PLACE: The Messenger - Laura Harvey

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Brad Bowman
SECOND PLACE: The State Journal - Staff
THIRD PLACE: Richmond Register - Jonathan Greene

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Advocate Messenger – Staff - Thorough coverage of a battle to fight against the lack of transparency found in so many small Southern towns. Bravo.
SECOND PLACE: The Messenger - Laura Harvey, Jenny Menser, Mike Alexieff - Great coverage of a community capitalizing on its good solar fortune.
THIRD PLACE: The State Journal – Staff - Thorough reporting on an issue of obvious great importance to the city and its taxpayers.

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Chris Harris - The entries by Chris Harris really stood out. They were the clear winners in my mind, just hard to decide which was
FIRST PLACE and which was 2nd.

SECOND PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Chris Harris
THIRD PLACE: News-Enterprise - Becca Owsley

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius - Great job and it was perfect addition to the front page of
your sports section. Keep up the great work!

SECOND PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius - Excellent use of Multimedia but edit out the extra dead
space where a sound bite is not doing anything for the story.

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Bobby Ellis
SECOND PLACE: Advocate Messenger - Ben Kleppinger
THIRD PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Carla Slavey
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CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Hannah Brown
SECOND PLACE: The State Journal - Hannah Brown
THIRD PLACE: The State Journal - Alfred Miller

17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal – Staff - Great find complimented by strong composition and perfect lighting.
SECOND PLACE: The State Journal - Hannah Brown
THIRD PLACE: Advocate Messenger - Ben Kleppinger

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Hannah Brown - Great mix of photographs that extend well beyond typical event coverage. Photographer went out of the way to gather emo-
tional moments of varying kinds to really put the reader in the moment.

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Neal Cardin
THIRD PLACE: The State Journal - Hannah Brown

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Bobby Ellis - Great action shot that shows photographer was ready and waiting
for the perfect moment. Captures action and emotion in one frame. 

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Jill Pickett
THIRD PLACE: Advocate Messenger - Matt Overing

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise - Jill Pickett
SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Jill Pickett
THIRD PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal – Staff - An interesting way to tell a community's story through the eyes of individ-
ual residents. Nice job.

SECOND PLACE: The State Journal – Staff - Good looking magazine. Bet it's popular with its readership.
THIRD PLACE: News-Enterprise – Staff - Thorough community guide, seems to cover all the bases. Excellent photography helped make it place in a competitive category.

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius - A very good-looking image. Well composed.
SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Gina Clear
THIRD PLACE: Richmond Register - Ricki Barker

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius - The Commonwealth Journal gives big coverage to a big event, Pulaski's basketball championship victory. Section
shows commitment to identifying a big deal to the community. Good selection of photos. The football game preview shows a willingness to break out of the routine on the cover. 

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Chuck Jones - The News-Enterprise has a great sense of creativity. That takes a talented designer, but also teamwork in working an idea for
presentation and headlines.

THIRD PLACE: News-Enterprise - Chuck Jones - Creative presentation makes this a fun sports section.

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise – Staff - One of the most entertaining special high school sports sections to be found. This section says fun from start to finish. Love the concept
and execution of theme throughout. Full of entertaining writing and facts. Great work.

SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise – Staff - The News-Enterprise solves the problem of reporting on games when next day print isn't an option. Very thorough coverage, good
reporting and excellent photography.

THIRD PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Steve Cornelius - Good work in being inclusive on all fall sports, likely appreciated by followers of non-major sports. Team photos are
a bit old school, but it's a good collector's item.
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CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The State Journal - Hannah Brown - Clear winner. It does what a lifestyle section is supposed to do. Great graphics
pull you in. Love the cartoon with dogs and cats. Lots of local content, focus on your community events and the people who live there.

SECOND PLACE: Richmond Register – Staff - Stories to interest your readers.
THIRD PLACE: News-Enterprise - David Stith - Just photos, but they are good. Wishing for stories to go along with the pics.

CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise - Ben Sheroan - This is an editorial team that isn't afraid to take a risk or two. It devoted both the edi-
torial page and op-ed page to the jail issue, used an extra large cartoon with its hate package and a compelling graphic with the suicide
column. There is no doubt about what it thinks is important in the community. Coupled with solid writing, that is a winning combination.

SECOND PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Jeff Neal
THIRD PLACE: The State Journal - Staff

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: News-Enterprise - Gina Clear - Compelling content with clean design makes this entry the clear top choice. 
SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Gina Clear - Plenty of variety all very well designed. Nice photos and eye-catching graphics.
THIRD PLACE: Commonwealth Journal - Jeff Neal - Well organized with a solid mix of content. 

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: Richmond Register - Kelly McKinney - Clever use of words without going over the top.
SECOND PLACE: News-Enterprise - Ben Sheroan - Two out of three strong ones; clearing the air the weakest.
THIRD PLACE: News-Enterprise - Chuck Jones - Seems like old times a great headline with a powerful display.

DAILY 3

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jamie Lucke - The writers populate the editorials with people, putting a human face on
the issues. They are written in a conversational style that is both enticing and easy to read. These are the fearless editorials that keep law-
makers and other officials up at night.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jacalyn Carfagno
THIRD PLACE: The Paducah Sun - Jim Paxton

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: The Daily Independent - Andrew Adkins, Aaron Snyder - Good package of stories that covers the event well.
SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Don Sergent - Well written breaking news story that breaks the norm of most break-

ing news coverage.
THIRD PLACE: The Paducah Sun - Ed Marlowe - Odd story that was given something other than a straight news lede. Could have

been tighter.

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Morgan Eads - Easy choice for first, a riveting story told with first-hand information.
SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Bill Estep - A detailed delve into an interesting character who clearly captured the

region's attention. 
THIRD PLACE: The Daily Independent - Mike James - Nice job of taking a potentially dull story and giving it some personality.

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer - Carol Motsinger, Scott Wartman - Amazing! This story is everything a great feature story should
be. It was beautifully written and transported the reader back to that horrible night 40 years ago.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Bill Estep - A fascinating story that painted a vivid picture of Lynch's past, present and
hopes for the future.

THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer - Sarah Brookbank - Great writing and tone capture how important this general store was to the
community -- and how determined residents were to bring it back to life.
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CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: The Daily Independent - Andrew Adkins - This obviously very young man is clearly the best writer in what was a surprisingly
weak field. He will only get better with time. As an overall piece of advice, please stop jumping columns and if they are opinion columns, put on
edit page.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jacalyn Carfagno - Very thought prompting opinions, solidly written. Good job, ma'am.
THIRD PLACE: The Paducah Sun - Steve Wilson - Solid, clearly expressed, if uninspiring.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - John Clay - It was an eventful year for Kentucky athletics and John Clay responded with great
columns. His piece on Rick Pitino's fall from grace showed in depth knowledge of the topic.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Mark Story  - Mark did a great job of telling engrossing stories.
THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Jeff Nations - With each of the big stories coming out of WKU, Jeff Nations did a great job of

tackling each topic.

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jennifer Smith - Engaging lede, interesting quotes and good recap of how UK turned around its season.
SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Brad Stephens - Good work finding a unique angle and plenty of voices to remember Mitchell Henry.
THIRD PLACE: The Daily Independent - Aaron Snyder - Emotional report on a remarkable feat.

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jennifer Smith - This is real tear-jerker, craftily told and ending on a positive note. An inspirational
read and a clear first-place winner.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer - James Pilcher - A well-researched and reported story that had a big impact on the community. Well-
done and well reported. Great journalism.

THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jared Peck - An interesting, quirky story well-told. I'm sure plenty of readers were rooting for Patch
after reading.

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - John Cheves - Heart-wrenching story about an important issue.
SECOND PLACE: The Daily Independent - Andrew Adkins
THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader -Linda Blackford

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - John Cheves - Very well-written and organized. Very detailed. This is the
kind of story that sticks with a reader, mainly because of the subject matter, but also due to the excellent story telling about
a very tragic scenario.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Fernando Alfonso
THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Bill Estep 

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Bill Estep - Wow! Great coverage. Interesting stories. Nice work.
SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Aaron Mudd
THIRD PLACE: The Daily Independent - Andrew Adkins

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Tom Eblen
SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Cheryl Truman
THIRD PLACE: The Paducah Sun - David Zoeller
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CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Joe Imel - A great idea that reports the news from an unusual vantage point and attracts readers. Good work!
SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Staff 
THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Josh Moore

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer – Staff - A thorough look at a growing problem. Very impressive.
SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Chris Ware, Brian Simms, Mat Graf
THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Jared Peck, Chris Ware, Brian Simms

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Austin Anthony - Nice composition, though lacking in strong emotions. This was the best of a weak bunch of entries.
SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Charles Bertram - Nice image, a pictorial approach to a news story. I'm going to guess this took some planning, well done.
THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Joe Imel - Good technical shot, I think there were multiple images, but I could only see one. Wanted to see the arrest.

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Charles Bertram - Beautiful image, well thought out on the location to get the cars on the hill. The reflection of the lights in the rain
and the single motorcycle make this image stand out. 

SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News – Staff - The composite image is perfectly executed.
THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Charles Bertram - Nice interaction between the kids and the players.

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Alex Slitz - Not the first time this photo has been shot, but it was executed well,
very clean. Makes you smile as soon as you see it.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Charles Bertram - The excellent use of this photo makes it stand out (yes I still
love print), but it is still a strong image.

THIRD PLACE: The Daily Independent - Andrew Adkins - Nice moment, tricky lighting handled well.

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer – Staff - Hands down, the cream of the crop. Full disclosure, I had already seen and read
this story, but its scope and depth stands out above the rest. Yes it was a Staff project, but it is what photojournalism is all about.

SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Austin Anthony - There are a lot of entries with strong lead photos, but not
much else. This was my favorite of those, well executed image in difficult lighting, but also an interesting composition. 

THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Joe Imel  - Multiple photos from a spot news event, not my ideal of a multi
photo entry, but it does tell a story well, and the other entries just fell short of expectations.

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Austin Anthony - Perfect moment, perfect shot. This and the Kentucky QB shot
brought up the discussion of athletes doing incredible things that photographers are getting pics of (f/8 and be there). So is it the
athlete or the shooter?

SECOND PLACE: The Paducah Sun - Matt Goins - Beautiful light, unique moment as he seems to float in the air. There were
a lot of celebration photos, this was the most unique.

THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Alex Slitz - Could have just as easily been first. Nice clean shot, see athlete v
photographer comment on FIRST PLACE image.

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: The Paducah Sun - Ryan Hermens - The Paducah Sun wins! I didn't know there was still a paper that had space for clean photo pages. I envy you. The collection
of basketball images was better than the baseball pics, although I'd like to see more variety in both.

SECOND PLACE: The Paducah Sun - Ryan Hermens - Baseball, there were two entries.
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CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer – Staff - This is a remarkable piece of community journalism. I don't think I've ever read every word of
a special section -- until this one. Crisp, gripping writing, outstanding photography, stark layout befitting the subject matter. Well-done to all
involved.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader – Staff - You've got to have a great photography department to pull off a special section like
this. Good stuff.

THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Enquirer - Terry DeMio, Liz Dufour - Another outstanding entry with opioid addiction as the subject matter.

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Will Hyde - A very restrained piece of art that nicely illustrated the challenging
work described in the story. Well done.

SECOND PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Chris Ware
THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Will Hyde

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader - Dennis Varney - Clear winner in the category. Great layout, great mix of sports con-
tent, well-written and presented.

SECOND PLACE: The Daily Independent - Zack Klemme - Nice sports report in every edition. Strong sections.
THIRD PLACE - Bowling Green Daily News - Brad Stephens - Nice sports section, well-presented.

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader – Staff - Outstanding look at rich high school basketball history of championships.
SECOND PLACE: The Daily Independent – Staff - Enjoyed reading the diverse features in a basketball-crazed state, loved the

three-point feature.
THIRD PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader – Staff - Solid wrap-up on how the winning horse rose to the top as well as the sto-

ries on fashion and other races.

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Eugene Embry
SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Mary Anne Andrews
THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Eugene Embry

26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Lexington Herald-Leader – Staff - The pages have everything a reader could want: Well-written editorials, local contributions and plenty of letters to the editor.
The pages are a breeze to navigate as well.

SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Eugene Embry

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Mary Anne Andrews - Loved these. Not a fan over overly busy front pages and these clean pages are anything but. Simply, elegant,
good use of fonts and color. Well done.

SECOND PLACE: The Paducah Sun – Staff - Another excellent entry. Of course a newspaper named the Sun would have an outstanding front page featuring the eclipse. Striking.
Otherwise entries are clean, crisp, with well-written headlines and a solid mix of news.

THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Barry Rose - Classic, clean, tight look. Color well-used, but not overdone. Good photography use.

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: The Daily Independent - Aaron Snyder - As good as it gets among this year's crop of entries. 
SECOND PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Eugene Embry - Sometimes, simplicity is the best choice. And

WRONG falls into that category perfectly. 
THIRD PLACE: Bowling Green Daily News - Jeff Nations - Clever puns - especially H(OUCH), a much-appreci-

ated, relatively deep pull - in sports headlines are not easy, considering the deadline pressure. Kudos.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER NEWSPAPERS

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Western Recorder - Todd Deaton

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Campbell County Recorder - Staff
SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Heather Huber

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Campbell County Recorder - Chris Mayhew - Great job on important community story. Plus I learned the difference between
EMT and paramedic! Good job. 

SECOND PLACE: Western Recorder - Myriah Snyder - Great example of Church setting a good example for members, community.
THIRD PLACE: Campbell County Recorder - Chris Mayhew  - Technically superior writing; good coverage of important issue. 

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Campbell County Recorder - Melissa Reinert - Truly touching. And a reminder we are all more alike than we are different. 
SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Leejay Lockhart - Story of soldier's struggle with addition and commitment to recovery surely inspires. 
THIRD PLACE: Community Recorder - Melissa Reinert - A harrowing, but inspirational story with a happy ending. Well told!

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Eagle Post - Jesse Jones - Real commentary about serious subjects. Best in field.
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Gazette - Dr. James Duane Bolin - A bit rambling, but these do make point.
THIRD PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Chris Erwin - Outdoors column that covers his subjects.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell
SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Kory Gibbs

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell - This was a fun feature to read and a bit different from the other entries
in the feature category.

SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Kory Gibbs
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper - An inspiring story, and the writer did a wonderful job of getting
the subject to open up about a difficult experience.

SECOND PLACE: Western Recorder - Myriah Snyder
THIRD PLACE: Campbell County Recorder - Melissa Reinert

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

CERTIFICATE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper
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CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Leejay Lockhart - The coverage is very well done
as it explains the before of the projects and its need, the issues involved during the construction
process, and it also shows the end result of the repairs and shows what still remains to be complet-
ed.

SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier – Staff - I really liked how this paper continu-
ously kept me up to date on all the programs that the Survivor Outreach Services was offering and
how it affected the people involved.

THIRD PLACE: Campbell County Recorder – Staff - I liked how the issue was presented at
first, and how they showed the many viewpoints in opening a drug rehab facility. I enjoyed reading
the reactions of individuals inside the community meeting.

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Community Recorder – Staff - Strong action verbs really make a difference, especially in an article on fitness. Well done.
SECOND PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Melissa Owens - Good, descriptive sentences. Strong quotes but lead-in often repeated what was said in quote, such as Wes Moore

spoke with amazement, when the quote conveyed the message of surprise.
THIRD PLACE: Campbell County Recorder - Chris Mayhew, Melissa Reinert

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Eagle Post - Meredith Willse - I liked this story best because it captures the past and brings it forward.
SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper - The topic of the photo made me look and the photo took over. 
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Heather Huber - Children, good topic, support of those around.  Made me choose this as 3rd.

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper - Singing and dancing with the children. You just keep getting
out in the community. Good photos of all involved.

SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Kory Gibbs - I just liked the collection of photos here.
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Maria Rice McClure - Community and children.  Is there a better topic?

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell
SECOND PLACE: Eagle Post - Meridith Willse
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Larry Boggs
SECOND PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Larry Boggs
THIRD PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Tim Lacey

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Lora Stewart
SECOND PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Lora Stewart
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Kory Gibbs
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CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell, Maria McClure and Staff
SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell, Maria McClure and Staff

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell - Nice looking section. Especially like the cover page with the large
photo.

SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Leejay Lockhart

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Staff

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Heather Huber - Good graphic design draws reader in.
SECOND PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Mari-Alice Jasper
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Maria Rice McClure

CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Eagle Post - Jesse Jones - Good personal column. 
SECOND PLACE: Eagle Post - Jesse Jones
THIRD PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier – Staff - Clean, consistent columns to interest military.

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The Fort Campbell Courier - Michele Vowell
SECOND PLACE: Eagle Post - Jesse Jones
THIRD PLACE: Greater Ashland Beacon - Staff

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

CERTIFICATE: Eagle Post - Jesse Jones

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS CLASS 1

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: The Concord – Staff - I thought these editorials were very well-written and the writers did an excel-
lent job backing up their reasoning behind the opinions they expressed.

SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Ashton Rector - These editorials were well-written; the ones about the towns were
especially successful in setting the scene. There were some A.P. Style and grammatical errors, but not too many. Overall,
these were good!

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

NO ENTRIES

27



CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Concord - Bailey Wachter - Great lead and very well written story. I liked that you included
some of the history on why the app had not yet been implemented and you told some of the pros of the app from sever-
al perspectives. Very well done!

SECOND PLACE: The Concord - Layla Kellogg - Perfect lead! Story was very well written with quotes from both
sides of the decision, and even some in the middle. Well done!

THIRD PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo - Creative lead! Good job explaining the curriculum addition.
Great quotes from faculty about their feelings on it and not hiding the negative feelings. Great story!

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot - Trenton Canada - Wonderful insight into a compelling personal story. 
SECOND PLACE: The Bridge - Jay Stringer - Thorough interview with a cam girl.  The story could have worked

as well without the first person references.
THIRD PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo - Nice insight into this personality.

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: The Bridge - Jay Stringer - You are a strong writer who expresses your viewpoints with conviction, clarity and some sarcasm, which works in the way you use it.
Good job!

SECOND PLACE: The Bridge - Sally Hatterman - You are a good writer! Great job backing up your stories with facts.
THIRD PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo - Good job! You were funny and clever in your interview article and heart-warming in the one about your family friend/profes-

sor.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Concord - Quin Welch - Great article! I feel like I know the coach and team after reading this.
SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Zane Ross - Interesting! Good job getting multiple quotes from various sources and fully explaining the concept.
THIRD PLACE: The Concord - Mary Ringwald - Good article! I learned a lot about your school and college wrestling in general in this well-written piece.

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot - Sarah Rainous - This was very well-written! You did a great job of setting the scene and connecting the reader with your main character in the story.
SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Megan Willoughby - Good job! Good transitions between paragraphs, good job using proper A.P. Style and in introducing the character to read-

ers.
THIRD PLACE: The Concord - Mary Ringwald - Good article! You write very clearly and it was both interesting and informative.

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo
SECOND PLACE: The Bridge - Alyson Branscum
THIRD PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo

CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot - Trenton Canada - This piece was very in-depth and well-written. Great job using quotes from various sources and covering various aspects of the
issue well.

SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Ashton Rector - Good job! Great job setting the scene in your opening paragraph.
THIRD PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo - Good job! You did a great job incorporating a variety of quotes from multiple sources which gave your story more substance.

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Bridge - Josh Harris, Leighton Coffey - Great job! Very good job of digging into the issue and good use of quotes. You do need to make sure to follow A.P.
Style rules (titles are only capitalized before names not after, etc.), but overall you did a wonderful job!

SECOND PLACE: The Bridge - Jay Stringer and Savanah Colangelo - Good job, very good coverage of the story. Make sure to pay attention to A.P. Style rules (months used with
specific dates should be shortened if over five letters, titles are only capitalized before names not after, etc.). Overall well-written piece though!

28



CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot – Staff - Excellent updates on your Facebook page that do not inundate a feed. Glad to see links to your e-version newspaper also. Great way for oth-
ers to promote the newspaper, too. 

SECOND PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo, Alyson Branscum - I liked the interviews but I wanted to see more about the social media that you all have in place and how
you utilized all of it.  A simple Facebook live video is something we already all do when it comes to newspaper social media. This is what kept you from first place. Otherwise, keep
up the great work! 

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The Bridge - Savanah Colangelo - Perfect photo to show students in use of their computers for an
online class, even if it was a requested shot. I don't see the reaction though that I would look for when taking a photo-
graph, but this was the only photo that truly matched the traditional newspaper photo category IMO.

SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards - Excellent cover photo. Simply stands out from the rest of the
entries. Doesn't look staged or unframed. Unfortunately had no news surrounding it, so that kept you from first place.
Great background color too, would have liked to have known what this photo was about with a headline perhaps, but it
still works as a still shot.

THIRD PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards - Good photo to go with this story, but just was not enough action
to show talking. More action needed to drive home the point.

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards - Wow, the emotions and clarity of their jump at the same time was
mind blowing! EXCELLENT work! What the heck type of camera caught this?!

SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards - Interesting action shot for a feature --- described exactly what the photo was in the caption, which is important for a feature.
Just a little bit closer with the camera and more open lens to the person auditioning would have captured the raw emotion in a fisheye lens for sure. BTW, what is up with the student
in Auburn gear doing at UC!? haha

THIRD PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards - Too cliché for a dorm photo. Good effort though on staging this.

CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot - Lydia Huggins - This photo essay hit all the points I want answered. The who,
what, when, where and why. Thanks for including the mention of when the photos were taken and when the play
begins. Should have included a date of when the show ends, too, though. Still, excellent photos and makes me want
to go see the show.

SECOND PLACE: The Bridge - Sally Hatterman - Captions leave me wondering what their points were or what
did they say. A photo essay basically tells the entire store. I just see one main line that tells what the event's pur-
pose was...but what was the takeaway from the event.  If you are going to stay there the whole time, you have to be
able to tell the whole story, too through the photos. Try to not use flash...made the panel look sweaty and oily. 

THIRD PLACE: Campus Times - Staff - The captions for each photo tell the story, but the order in which the
pages flow does not.  I feel like that's what kept me from understanding the who and why? Then, you didn't include
a when. When was this? There is definitely a where and what...but a few critical basic details in reporting were
missing.

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards
SECOND PLACE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards
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CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

CERTIFICATE: The Patriot - Eric Ford Edwards

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: The Concord - Rebecca Waskevich - You used your graphic in a way that fills the front page space
and grabs the reader's attention. And you gave credit where due, which is key on graphics, just like a photo. Perfect!

SECOND PLACE: The Concord - Rebecca Waskevich - Excellent and creative use of the graphic to represent both
ideals as described in your explanation section of the nomination. Learned something new! Great job incorporating a
graphic into a somewhat boring story to most people. Journalists will eat up this story though.

THIRD PLACE: The Patriot - Trenton Canada - Simple and clean --- but no credit for the graphic.

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

NO ENTRIES

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

CERTIFICATE: The Bridge - Staff

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The Bridge – Staff - Excellent and fun layout --- stay consistent though. almost gave second place but you followed the directions and provided more than one
front page to show that consistency. Great job! Be careful of use of color behind fonts ---- we had a guest speaker at a press convention last summer tell us to never use color behind
words anymore that it takes away from what a Newspaper is supposed to be (hence meaning --- you don't want it to be a newsletter or a magazine page) which I agree with to some
extent, but you all did a wonderful job!

SECOND PLACE: The Patriot – Staff - Excellent job if this is a slick style front page newspaper/tabloid style. I wanted to tie you with the other university because you have two
different styles and both are equal in consistency.  However, they were different types of front pages. Yours is a tabloid style, which to me is more of a magazine not a newspaper. I
don't like the border around the whole front. That took away from my idea of newspaper's printed look. Great job though! And you submitted more than one front page, which showed
your consistency again.

THIRD PLACE: The Concord – Staff - I like the index the most, but otherwise, too much white space. Use more space between your By-line and the first paragraph. The font
wasn't dark enough for the headline IMO.   Be careful of use of color behind fonts ---- we had a guest speaker at a press convention last summer tell us to never use color behind
words anymore that it takes away from what a Newspaper is supposed to be (hence meaning --- you don't want it to be a newsletter or a magazine page) which I agree with to some
extent. However your light grey works for a pdf but worries me for a CMYK printer.

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: The Bridge - Jay Stringer - Love it! So creative, but not corny.
SECOND PLACE: The Patriot – Staff - Love the title graphic.

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS CLASS 2

CATEGORY 1 - BEST EDITORIAL

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Staff - This editorial along with any combination of the other two submitted by this publication are strong entries. It is admirable that the
Kernel took proactive steps to push the university toward transparence and explained the significance of transparency in multiple situations. These editorials fulfill a primary role of
the media: keeping public institutions accountable. 

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Andrew Henderson - Excellent explanation of the publication's proactive effort to explore sexual misconduct on campus. Good effort
to hold city officials accountable. Some minor editing is needed.

THIRD PLACE: The Louisville Cardinal - Nick Amon, Kyeland Jackson - Good effort to hold the university accountable in the hacking editorial. The Trump editorials are also
relevant to the audience and push toward accountability.

30



31

CATEGORY 2 - BEST BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Marjorie Kirk
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Rick Childress
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Rick Childress

CATEGORY 3 - BEST GENERAL NEWS STORY

FIRST PLACE: Murray State News - Collin Morris - A great follow-up after a campus emergency. Good
reporting and ample detail.

SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Katlyn Mackie - This story was well-researched, fact-centered and
written with the readers' questions in mind. Good balance throughout.

THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Jacob Dick - This was not a simple topic, but the reporter did the
research, then wrote clearly on a complex topic.

CATEGORY 4 - BEST FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: The Northerner- Mackenzie Manley - Beautifully written story. Held my interest from begin-
ning to end. There was history and a day-in-the life and just great info on the topic. Great job!

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Matt Wickstrom - Almost perfect feature story. The only thing I would
have changed...I would have put the performance date and time closer to the top. Shouldn't have to read the
whole story to find out the details of their upcoming appearance. Otherwise great job!

THIRD PLACE: Murray State News - Sydni Anderson - Very well written story with lots of good informa-
tion. I enjoyed reading about the student and learned something about bee farms. Great job!

CATEGORY 5 - BEST COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: Murray State News - Gisselle Hernandez - Good personal insight into serious serious topics. The driving article offers good insight into a personal situation.
Good clear writing.

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Andrew Henderson - Good effort to localize and comment on national issues. A little editing is needed for clarity in a couple of spots.
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Kelly Burgess - Good columns that are informative and fun. Clear and to the point.

CATEGORY 6 - BEST SPORTS COLUMN

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - John Reecer - You are a talented sports writer who shows that you have a full understanding of the sports you cover. You're also great
at adding in interesting tidbits and using correct grammar/A.P. Style.

SECOND PLACE: Eastern Progress - Taylor Weiter - I thoroughly enjoyed reading your articles! You make your sports columns thought-provoking and funny. I did notice a few
A.P. Style errors (age should always be a numeral, TV show titles should in quotation marks no italics and a few others), but overall great job!

THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Evan Heichelbech - You are a great writer! I loved your creativity and how you used similes and metaphors. There were some A.P. Style
errors (left out hyphen with 7 foot-5-star, should have capitalized Coach in sentence Head coach Rick Stansbury... and some others). Overall, though, fantastic job storytelling and
including details about the team and some specific athletes.

CATEGORY 7 - BEST SPORTS STORY

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Evan Heichelbech - This is solid reporting. Excellent use of mul-
tiple sources to tell a story in depth. Good flow.

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Chase Campbell - Clever insight into a player's personality. Good
quote selection. Story moves nicely.

THIRD PLACE: The Northerner - Chris Decker - People are interested in what can be and is being done
about sports injuries. This story provides insights about how technology is being tested to do just that.

CATEGORY 8 - BEST SPORTS FEATURE STORY

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Jeremy Chisenhall
SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Blake Sandlin
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Chris Leach

CATEGORY 9 - BEST ENTERPRISE OR ANALYTICAL STORY

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Jacob Dick - Wonderful job! It was very well-written and included a great use of quotes that make the reader feel like they know the main char-
acter in the story.

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Nicole Ares - These articles were interesting, informative and had a great use of graphics and timelines.
THIRD PLACE: The Louisville Cardinal - Kyeland Jackson - Great job! Good opening, very well-written and good use of graphic.



CATEGORY 10 - BEST INVESTIGATIVE STORY OR SERIES

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Nicole Ares
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Marjorie Kirk and Matt Smith
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Andrew Henderson

CATEGORY 11 - BEST ON-GOING/EXTENDED COVERAGE STORY

FIRST PLACE: Murray State News – Staff - This news team provided exemplary immediate and continuing accurate coverage
of a campus explosion. Impressive multiple platform reporting with some posts having 20,000 views. Thorough with timeline, pho-
tos obtained via FOI and comprehensive interview with injured Staff member. Some spelling and other glitches early on attributa-
ble to haste, but it the team was clearly committed to keeping people informed.

SECOND PLACE (Tie): College Heights Herald – Staff- Tie. The Kernel and the College Heights Herald both engaged in
aggressive reporting and litigation on a topic common to all campuses, yet one on which administrators are understandably reluc-
tant to speak. The student press showed remarkable stick-to-it-iveness. That's what it takes.

SECOND PLACE (Tie): Kentucky Kernel - Marjorie Kirk - Tie. The Kernel and the College Heights Herald both engaged in
aggressive reporting and litigation on a topic common to all campuses, yet one on which administrators are understandably reluc-
tant to speak. The student press showed remarkable stick-to-it-iveness. That's what it takes.

CATEGORY 12 - BEST BUSINESS/AGRIBUSINESS STORY

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Olivia Mohr - Fun story with good details and description.
SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Sabra Jackson - Solid details, but the story could be rearranged to focus early on poten-

tial uses of hemp rather than on people to make the story more compelling from the beginning. 
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Spencer Harsh - Solid, no frills story that gets its point across cleanly.

CATEGORY 13 - BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST PLACE: Murray State News – Staff - Excellent coverage of a campus building explosion. Comprehensive and well done.
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Madison Rextroat
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Staff

CATEGORY 14 - CREATIVE USE OF MULTIMEDIA

FIRST PLACE: The Northerner- Hannah Hagedorn, Alec Reynolds, Derek Daley - This entry stood out in the crowd, using videos and stories to remind us that everyone has an
interesting story. Excellent work. This is what multimedia ought to be.

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Staff
THIRD PLACE (Tie): College Heights Herald - Staff
THIRD PLACE (Tie): Murray State News - Ashley Traylor
HONORABLE MENTION: College Heights Herald - Staff

CATEGORY 15 - BEST BREAKING NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Brook Joyner - Crisp photo with emotion.
SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Tyger Williams - The photo draws the viewer into the story.
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Evan Boggs - Interesting perspective.

CATEGORY 16 - BEST GENERAL NEWS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Abby Potter
SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Kathryn Zeisig
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Arden Barnes

CATEGORY 17 - BEST FEATURE PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Brook Joyner - The photo captures a glimpse into her soul.
SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Jenny Rohl - Interesting character study. The photo needs more clarity.
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Brendan O'Hern - Strong photo emphasizing the face.
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CATEGORY 18 - BEST PICTURE ESSAY (BREAKING, GENERAL OR FEATURE)

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Morgan Hornsby - Absolutely powerful photos. Makes you want to know this sweet lady's story. Courageous photos, too. You wrote
through her eyes, too. Excellent photo essay.

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald - Kathryn Zeisig, Brook Joyner, Lydia Schweickart - Excellent work! Told several parts of this issue on your campus and it really cap-
tured the historic moments! Great use of that bold FAIRNESS headline too! WOW! Love the way your photo credits are bolded and at the end of your captions.  Colorful photo essay. 

THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Alyse Young - I love the close up of the hand on the front page however, I would have rather seen a portrait shot of her in this position
instead of just the hand on front page.  Interesting nonetheless! :D

CATEGORY 19 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE

FIRST PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Michael Reaves - I absolutely love the angle of this photo and the intensity in captures.
SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Lydia Emeric - This is a cool photograph; you caught a really awesome moment for

Stephen Johnson. It all lined up perfectly!
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Carter Gossett - I love the happiness and raw emotion this photo conveys.

CATEGORY 20 - BEST SPORTS PICTURE ESSAY

FIRST PLACE: Murray State News - Chalice Keith - Giddy up! Ride'm cowboy! Loved this even without captions!
Was fun! Great shots!

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Excellent photography! Was nice to see what each photo was
about and how they related to each other. Keep up the great work!

THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Kendall Warner - I enjoyed how these players were described in the cap-
tions and the corresponding story. Would have preferred a few more photos.

CATEGORY 21 - BEST SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Well done look at a president's impact on the university and the community.
SECOND PLACE: Murray State News – Staff - Good content and clean layout. The guide covers all the necessities.
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Nicely done. There's something here for students and for alumni.

CATEGORY 22 - BEST GRAPHIC

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Craig Ostertag - Absolutely awesome and eye-catching. Made me want to pick up this
paper and read what this article had to say immediately! This is creative and shows a confidence in this investigative piece! Congrats!

SECOND PLACE: The Northerner - Nicole Browning - Great use of colors in this graphic! Caught my attention and made me
want to read what the article had to say. Good job!

THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald - Craig Ostertag - Excellent use of red in this color graphic! Made me feel as if it was
a bleeding cut!

CATEGORY 23 - BEST SPORTS PAGE/SECTION

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Staff
SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Staff

CATEGORY 24 - BEST SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Strong throughout. The inside design is the most pleasing of the three submitted.
SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - I love the cover on this one. Good content, but some the of space devoted to picks

could be used for other information. 
THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Good content. The headline style is not pleasing.

CATEGORY 25 - BEST LIFESTYLE PAGE

FIRST PLACE: Murray State News - Gisselle Hernandez, Emily Williams - The History of Women page is great! Photos, design, charts, fonts...it's all there. The creativity on the
Stepping with Purpose page was great, as was the Year in 15 Objects page. Great job all around using several types of design elements.

SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Gisselle Hernandez - Love the Art Students... page. The reason this group of pages was second instead of first is because the ads on the
page take a little away from the designs. That served as a tie-breaker for me. But just like other set of pages...great job all around using several types of design elements.

THIRD PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Great job on the A New Start pages. Beautiful colors and layout. On the Vid Monster page I might have picked a different photo
for that story. It's such a large photo and not much content. I like the large, simple photo with Finding a Beat. But the Vid Monster one is just too simple for me. But otherwise great
job! Very clean easy to read layouts. 
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CATEGORY 26 - BEST EDITORIAL PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The Louisville Cardinal - Megan Brewer, Mitchell Howes, Nick Amon - Clearly expressed opin-
ions on topics of direct relevance to students. Clean design. Welcoming to different views. Nicely done.

SECOND PLACE: College Heights Herald – Staff - Well-done, but a bit type-heavy/verbose. Consider your audi-
ence and their interests. Position yourself as their advocate and make that the consistent focus.

THIRD PLACE: Murray State News - Hallie Beard, Tyler Anderson - These pages are well-designed, but there's not
much bite in the topics.

CATEGORY 27 - BEST FRONT PAGE

FIRST PLACE: The NorthernerAlec Reynolds, Brittney Gunter - Wow! All three pages...wow! Great photos, great
layout, love the look, fonts, everything!

SECOND PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Kernel Staff - The minimalist approach on this front page works perfectly
because of the wonderful photo. Great job!

THIRD PLACE: Murray State News – Staff - Great photos and layout on all three of these front pages. The layout,
photo and graphics on the Aug. 24 page is outstanding!

CATEGORY 28 - BEST HEADLINE

FIRST PLACE: College Heights Herald - Staff
SECOND PLACE: Murray State News - Connor Jaschen
THIRD PLACE: Kentucky Kernel - Staff
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DAILY 1
FIRST PLACE: 

KENTUCKY NEW ERA
SECOND PLACE: 

WINCHESTER SUN
THIRD PLACE:

TIMES-TRIBUNE

DAILY 2
FIRST PLACE: 

THE STATE JOURNAL
SECOND PLACE: 

NEWS-ENTERPRISE
THIRD PLACE: 

COMMONWEALTH JOURNAL

DAILY 3
FIRST PLACE: 

LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER
SECOND PLACE: 

BOWLING GREEN DAILY NEWS
THIRD PLACE:

DAILY INDEPENDENT

WEEKLY 1
FIRST PLACE: 

TODD COUNTY STANDARD
SECOND PLACE: 

HENRY COUNTY LOCAL
THIRD PLACE:

INTERIOR JOURNAL

WEEKLY 2
FIRST PLACE: 

OLDHAM ERA
SECOND PLACE: 

GRANT COUNTY NEWS
THIRD PLACE:

ADAIR COUNTY COMMUNITY

WEEKLY 3
FIRST PLACE: 

NEWS JOURNAL
SECOND PLACE: 

LEBANON ENTERPRISE
THIRD PLACE:

MANCHESTER ENTERPRISE

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
CLASS 1

FIRST PLACE: 

THE PATRIOT
SECOND PLACE: 

THE BRIDGE
THIRD PLACE:

THE CONCORD

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
CLASS 2

FIRST PLACE: 

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
SECOND PLACE: 

MURRAY STATE NEWS
THIRD PLACE:

KENTUCKY KERNEL

ASSOCIATE MEMBER
NEWSPAPER
FIRST PLACE: 

THE FORT CAMPBELL COURIER
SECOND PLACE: 

GREATER ASHLAND BEACON
THIRD PLACE:

EAGLE POST

MULTI-WEEKLY
FIRST PLACE: 

KENTUCKY STANDARD
SECOND PLACE: 

APPALACHIAN NEWS-EXPRESS
THIRD PLACE:

GEORGETOWN NEWS-GRAPHIC
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